Intermittent positive airway pressure by nasal mask as a treatment for respiratory insufficiency in a patient with syringomyelia.
We report a case of a 73-year-old woman with chronic respiratory failure in association with syringohydromyelia and sleep apnea. She was initially intubated and mechanically ventilated. Weaning from the ventilator was only successful after nasal intermittent positive airway pressure therapy was started. A normalization of arterial blood gas exchange could be achieved.